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Hazardous Materials Awareness (AWR-358) (8 
Hours)

Overview: The Hazardous Materials Awareness course 
provides attendees from all backgrounds with knowledge and 
practical experience in essential, awareness-level hazardous 
materials competencies as defined by NFPA 472: Standard for 
Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Incidents. The Hazardous Materials 
Awareness course provides students with training to 
proficiency in identifying hazardous materials; utilizing the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s Emergency Response 
Guidebook (ERG) to identify hazardous materials risks and 
protective actions, utilizing hazard communication documents 
to identify hazardous materials risks and protective actions, 
and determining awareness-level personnel and public 
protective actions.  

Target Audience: The target audience for this course is 
personnel with awareness-level hazardous materials or 
weapons of mass destruction responsibilities in their 
jurisdiction.

Prerequisites and Requirements: To be eligible to 
attend the course, a candidate must have a requirement or 
responsibility to possess awareness-level knowledge and skills 
in the identification of hazardous materials and weapons of 
mass destruction and the determination and communication of 
associated protective actions. Exceptions to the above 
prerequisites may be granted on a case-by-case basis at the 
discretion of the Center for Domestic Preparedness Registrar.

Continuing Education Credits: As an International 
Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET) 
Authorized Provider, the Center for Domestic Preparedness 
awards .8 continuing education units for this program under the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI)/IACET Standard.

The Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) will be introducing new 
curriculum with course offerings of the Hazardous Materials Awareness 

(AWR-358) course combined with the Hazardous Materials Basic 
Responder for Mass Casualty Incidents (PER-338) course.

Hazardous Materials Basic Responder for Mass 
Casualty Incidents (PER-358) (16Hours)

Overview: This course provides instruction and practical 
experience in the skills required to safely support mass casualty 
incident operations during a hazardous materials mass casualty 
incident. Course content includes knowledge and practical 
experience in the donning, operating in, and doffing of personal 
protective equipment; the conduct of emergency and tiered 
patient decontamination; the performance of patient triage and 
lifesaving interventions; and techniques for patient movement 
and basic rescue. The course culminates in the conduct of a 
simulated mass casualty incident operation requiring the 
performance of all learned tasks in a toxic agent environment.

Target Audience: The target audience for this course is 
awareness-level personnel with an implied or stated requirement 
to support response operations during a hazardous materials 
mass casualty incident.

Prerequisites and Requirements: To be eligible to attend 
this course, a student must: 
a. have completed AWR-358 Hazardous Materials Awareness;
b. be capable of standing and walking for prolonged periods;
c. be capable of bending at the waist and kneeling;
d. as a member of a team, be capable of lifting up to 50 pounds
and larger loads consistent with Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) recommendations; and
e. be capable of donning, operating in, and doffing personal
protective equipment to include being physically and mentally
capable of wearing a respirator that conforms tightly to the face.

Continuing Education Credits: As an International 
Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET) 
authorized provider, the Center for Domestic Preparedness 
awards 1.6 continuing education units for this program under the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI)/IACET Standard.

To learn more and how to register visit https://cdp.dhs.gov/find-training/course/AWR-358 or contact 
your Regional Training Coordinator at https://cdp.dhs.gov/training/resident

https://cdp.dhs.gov/find-training/course/AWR-358
https://cdp.dhs.gov/contact



